Advocacy Matters
Programme

10.00
Registration

10.30
Welcome

Sheilis Mackay, Advocacy Highland.
10.40
Advocacy Matters

Local people share their experience.
11.00
John O’Brien

John has been in the forefront of innovative thinking which has helped to create full lives for people with disabilities the world over.
11.50
Workshops
a)
“Advocacy Is …”


 – Val Bremner, Advocacy Highland
b)
“How does Advocacy Work Best in Times of Cuts in Spending?” 


– Graham Morgan, Highland Users Group (HUG)
c)
“Speaking Out as a Group”


– Christine Fletcher, People First Highland

d)
“Being Person Centred”


– Jen Hunter, Strong Together, Inverness Citizen Advocacy

e)
“Advocacy – A Carers Experience” 


– Anita Evans, Highland Carers Advocacy

f)
“Advocacy & Stroke” 


– Shena Wardrope & Lorraine Keyes, Advocacy Highland

12.30
Lunch

13.30
“Strong Together”, Inverness Citizen Advocacy
14.00
Tom Kohler, Savannah Citizen Advocacy


Tom shares his experience of citizen advocacy.
14.50
Summing up 

From John O’Brien.
15.00
Finish
Conference Workshops

a) 
Advocacy is ………….

Facilitator:-  Val Bremner, Advocacy Highland

What advocacy means to people in the Highlands, with individuals personal experience of advocacy support?

b) 
How does Advocacy Work Best in Times of Cuts in Spending?

Facilitator:-  Graham Morgan, Highland Users Group (HUG)

A workshop looking at the problems advocacy services of all types face when budgets are restricted and it becomes harder to obtain the results our members and clients want.

c) 
Speaking Out as a Group 
Facilitator:-  Christine Fletcher, People First Highland

Hear from People First Highland members about speaking out as a group.

d) 
Being Person Centered

Facilitator:-  Jen Hunter, Strong Together Inverness Citizen Advocacy

Using person centered planning to support people to speak out.

e) 
Advocacy – A Carers Experience

Facilitator:-  Anita Evans, Highland Carers Advocacy

Join staff from Highland Carers Advocacy and a group of Carers to discuss:-

· Why do Carers benefit from their own advocacy service?

· What makes advocacy successful for Carers?

· What are the problems that Carers experience in the advocacy process?

f) 
Advocacy and Stroke

Facilitators:-  Shena Wardrope & Lorraine Keyes, Advocacy Highland

A presentation on the new training pack developed by Advocacy Highland with the Stroke Association.

About the Speakers
John O’Brien learns about building more just and inclusive communities from people with disabilities, their families, and their allies.  He uses what he learns to advise people with disabilities and their families, advocacy groups, service providers, and governments and to spread the news among people interested in change by writing and through workshops.  For more information on his books, visit http://tinyurl.com/OBrien-books; to download some of his papers, visit http://tinyurl.com/OBrien-Papers.
Tom Kohler is from Savannah Georgia and, has invited thousands of people into a variety of personal citizen advocacy relationships during his 33 years as co-ordinator of Chatham Savannah Citizen Advocacy.  Tom is the co-author of the award winning book “Waddie Welcome and the Beloved Community” and travels occasionally to share this story and other stories of people finding ways to become important to one another and their communities www.savannahcitizenadvocacy.org.
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Advocacy Highland, 3rd Floor, 33 Academy Street, Inverness, IV1 1JN

Tel:  01463 233460
Email:  info@advocacy-highland.org.uk
www.advocacy-highand.org.uk


